IFOM: A YEAR IN REVIEW

Introducing the 2013
edition of IFOM Review

The idea of publishing an annual report for the institute has been
in the air for a very long time. However, we did not like producing
every year a cold document highlighting our own results with plain
scientific data.

Thus, we came to the conclusion that it would have been better
to receive a sincere and frank opinion on our work from external
colleagues and collect these commentaries in an editorial product.

Therefore, we consider the IFOM Review a chance for reflection
on the progress of knowledge, moving from IFOM activities and
results.

A special thanks goes to the authors who generously spent their time

and energy to share their views on the progress and perspectives of
our research.
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IFOM Review: deep in the
background of science

The authors:

Marco Foiani
Scientific Director

Prof. Foiani has a Ph.D. in
Molecular Biology from the
University of Milan (Italy).

Since 2002, Prof. Foiani, who is
also Head of the Genome Integrity
Laboratory at IFOM since its
establishment, is Full Professor

in Molecular Biology at the
University of Milan.

His research interest focuses

on the regulatory mechanisms
that control genome integrity.
Particularly, his work has
contributed to elucidate the
cellular mechanisms causing
genome instability in cancer cells
and chromosome abnormalities
in certain human syndromes
leading to cancer predisposition.
Prof. Foiani has more than 80
papers published in international
scientific journals.

Since 2008 Prof. Marco Foiani is
the Scientific Director of IFOM.

Prof. Foiani was honored with
internationally recognized
memberships and awards, such as:
the European Molecular Biology
Organization membership; the
Academia Europaea membership;
the New York Academy of Sciences
membership; the Italian Society

of Genetics (AGI) membership;
the Italian Society of Biophisics
and Molecular Biology (SIBBM)
membership; the Award from

the Italian Society for Biophysics
and Molecular Biology (SIBBM);
the Biotec Award promoted by
Amgen and Dompé; the “Chiara
D’Onofrio” Prize from the Italian
Federation of Life Sciences.

He was the founder in 2009 of
the European Nanomedicine
Foundation (CEN) and vice-
president up to 2011.

He is also member of the Scientific
Advisory Board of AIRC, the Italian
Cancer Research Association,
member of the editorial board

of Cell and editor and reviewer

for top impact factor scientific
journals.

Francesco Blasi
IFOM Deputy Director

Francesco Blasi born in Naples,
October 19, 1937.

MD from Naples University
Medical School, then two post-
Docs at the Max Planck Institut
fuer Biophysik (Frankfurt,
Germany) and NIH (National
Institute of Arthritis and Metabolic
Diseases) Bethesda, MD (U.S.A.).
In 1970 back in Italy at the CNR
Research Center in the Naples
University Medical School, then
in 1980 Full Professor at the

Il Faculty of Medicine of the
University of Naples.
Subsequently, Professor at

the University of Copenhagen,

Denmark and finally in Milano
since 1992.

Is at IFOM since 2004, Director of
research program Transcriptional
Regulation in Development and
Cancer.

From 2007 to 2011 coordinates
the Molecular Oncology PhD
program of SEMM. In 2011
becomes Deputy Director for
Science of IFOM.

Has previously been Director

of the International Institute

of Genetics and Biophysics of
CNR in Naples (1980-1983),

of the Molecular and Cellular
Biology Center in Copenhagen
(Denmark), (1988- 1992), and of
the Department of Cellular Biology
and Functional Genomics (1998-
2006) at DIBIT, Ospedale San
Raffaele.

In 1979 is elected member of
EMBO, the prestigious European
Molecular Biology Organization,
and 1991-1993 of its Council.
Since 1992 is a member of
Academia Europaea.

Has received national and
international prizes and is Author
of over 270 research articles in
prestigious international Journals,
including Nature and Cell.

Has been a member of the
Advisory Board of AIRC,
Associazione lItaliana per la Ricerca
sul Cancro, and of the Board of
EMBO Journal.



